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Musicians
Clar inet ist ,  Graeme Steele  Johnson  i s  an  ar t i s t  o f  uncommon imag inat ion  and
versa t i l i t y .  The  c la r ine t i s t ,  cura tor ,  and  “mus ica l  de tec t ive”  (New York  C lass i ca l
Rev iew)  recent ly  garnered  w idespread  a t tent ion  fo r  h i s  red i scovery ,
reconst ruc t ion ,  and  record ing  o f  a  127-year-o ld  Octe t  by  Char les  Mar t in  Loe f f l e r .
H i s  Loe f f l e r  Oc te t  tour ing  ensemble  gave  the  f i r s t  p resent -day  per fo rmances  o f  the
work  a t  the  L ib rary  o f  Congress ,  Morgan L ib rary ,  Harvard  Mus i ca l  Assoc ia t ion ,
Phoen ix  Chamber  Mus i c  Fes t iva l ,  and  The  St i ss ing  Center .  Other  recent
appearances  inc lude  Chamber  Mus i c  Nor thwest ,  Rav in ia ,  Emera ld  C i ty  Mus i c  and
the  Br idgehampton,  Rockpor t ,  Moab,  Orcas  Is land,  Annapo l i s ,  and  Arch ipe lago
Co l lec t i ve  Chamber  Mus i c  Fes t iva l s .  S tee le  Johnson has  appeared  as  a  TEDx
speaker  and,  s ince  2022,  has  served  as  the  c la r ine t i s t  o f  the  award-w inn ing
qu in te t  WindSync .  He  earned degrees  f rom The  Un ivers i ty  o f  Texas  a t  Aus t in ,  Ya le
Schoo l  o f  Mus i c ,  and  a  doc tora l  degree  f rom the  CUNY Graduate  Center ,  where  h i s
research  won the  E lebash  D isser ta t ion  Award .  S tee le  Johnson ’s  p r inc ipa l  teachers
inc lude  Dav id  Sh i f r in ,  Char les  Ne id i ch ,  Nathan Wi l l i ams,  and  R i cardo  Mora les .

Viol in ist ,  Stephanie  Sant ’Ambrogio  i s  descr ibed  as  a  “v io l in i s t  who most  o f ten
takes  your  breath  away”  (Gramophone Magaz ine) .  She  en joys  a  var ied  per fo rming
and record ing  career  as  a  so lo i s t ,  chamber  mus ic ian ,  and  orches t ra l  l eader .
Sant ’Ambrog io  has  per fo rmed as  a  chamber  mus ic ian  on  the  fo remost  s tages  o f  the
U.S. ,  as  we l l  as  in  Canada,  Es ton ia ,  Sweden,  Ghana,  I ta ly ,  Peru ,  Ch i l e ,  and
Mex ico .  A  P ro fessor  Emer i ta  a t  the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Nevada,  Reno,  she  i s  a l so  the
Ar t i s t i c  D i rec tor  Emer i ta  o f  Cac tus  Pear  Mus i c  Fes t iva l ,  wh ich  she  founded in  1997
wh i le  serv ing  as  Concer tmaster  o f  the  San Anton io  Symphony.  Former ly  F i r s t
Ass i s tant  P r inc ipa l  Second V io l in  o f  The  C leve land  Orches t ra  under  Chr i s toph  von
Dohnány i ,  Sant ’Ambrog io  toured  and recorded  in te rnat iona l l y  w i th  th i s  ensemble
for  e ight  seasons .  She  has  a  d i scography  o f  over  seventy- f i ve  o rches t ra l  and
chamber  mus ic  CDs  and cur rent ly  serves  as  Concer tmaster  o f  the  F resno
Ph i lharmon ic  Orches t ra .

Cel l is t ,  Walter  Haman  i s  a  member  o f  the  Utah  Symphony and serves  as  P r inc ipa l
Ce l l i s t  o f  the  Grant  Park  Orches t ra .  He  has  per fo rmed w i th  the  Ch icago  Symphony,
San Franc i sco  Symphony,  New Century  Chamber  Orches t ra ,  and  has  been a  gues t
ce l l i s t  w i th  P ink  Mar t in i .  Haman per fo rms regu la r ly  on  the  NOVA Chamber  Mus i c
Ser ies  and  In termezzo  Chamber  Mus i c  Ser ies  in  Sa l t  Lake  C i ty .  He  a l so  ma in ta ins
an  ac t ive  teach ing  schedu le  and  i s  on  facu l ty  a t  Utah  Sta te  Un ivers i ty .  Haman has
par t i c ipa ted  in  the  Spo le to  Fes t iva l  ( I ta ly ) ,  Cres ted  But te  Mus i c  Fes t iva l ,  and
B ienna le  d i  Venez ia ,  and  rece ived  fe l l owsh ips  to  the  Aspen Mus i c  Fes t iva l  and
Tang lewood.  An  Ar t i s t  Res idency  a t  the  Banf f  Cent re  fo r  the  Ar ts  l ed  to  a
co l l abora t ion  w i th  dancer/choreographer  José  Navas .  The  Haman/Navas  Pro jec t
per fo rmed in  major  c i t i es  ac ross  Europe,  Canada,  and  the  Un i ted  Sta tes .  A
documentary ,  Perpetua l  Mot ion ,  about  the  duo,  appeared  on  Bravo.  He  i s  a
graduate  o f  the  New Eng land  and San Franc i sco  Conservator ies  o f  Mus i c .

Pianist ,  Debra Ayers  i s  d i rec tor  o f  Montage  Mus i c  Soc ie ty .  She  presents  the
A l tazano Sa lon  and Montage@Qua i l  Run rec i ta l s  in  Santa  Fe ,  NM.  A  proponent  o f
contemporary  mus ic ,  she  has  premiered  works  by  Ofer  Ben-Amots ,  Mat thew
Auco in ,  Wi l l i am Bo lcom,  Ne l l  Shaw Cohen,  Pau l  E lwood,  Je f f  Har r ington ,  Andrew
L is t ,  N i l es  Luther ,  E l l i o t  Roman,  Dan ie l  Schnyder ,  Rona ld  St rauss ,  Bruce  Wo loso f f ,
and  Yehud i  Wyner .  She  i s  fea tured  in  the  M i lken  Arch ive  and  on  severa l  c r i t i ca l l y
acc la imed record ings ,  inc lud ing  Montage  Mus i c  Soc ie ty ’ s  Grammy-nominated  Mus i c
o f  Bruce  Wo loso f f ,  STARRY NIGHT Pro jec t…mus ic  based  on  v i sua l  a r t  (MSR) ,  Mus ic
o f  E rns t  Krenek ,  and  a  documentary  ser ies  Creat ing  Mus i c  Insp i red  by  V i sua l  Ar t .



Montage Music Society
Performers

Graeme Steele Johnson, Clarinet            Stephanie Sant’Ambrogio, Violin
          Walter Haman, Cello                            Debra Ayers, Piano

Vocalise from Concèrt a Quatre (1935)                          Olivier Messiaen (1908-1992)       
    Arr. Graeme Steele Johnson
    for violin, clarinet, cello, and piano

“Noa Noa” A Gauguin Tableau (2008)                                     Andrew List (b. 1956)        
    for violin, clarinet, and piano

   “Where Do We Come From?”
   “What Are We?”
   “Where Are We Going?”
   

Song of the Birds (Cant dell Ocells)                             Arr. Pablo Casals (1876-1973)
   Traditional Catalan Christmas Carol for cello and piano

Intermission

Quartet for the End of Time (Quatuor pour la Fin du Temps) (1941) Olivier Messiaen
    for violin, clarinet, cello, and piano   
       
    l. Liturgy of crystal (Liturgie de cristal)
        
    ll. Vocalise, for the Angel who announces the end of Time                     
        (Vocalise, pour l’Ange qui announce la fin du Temps)
      
    lll. Abyss of the birds (Abîme des oiseaux)

    lV. Interlude (Intermède)

    V. Praise to the Eternity of Jesus (Louange à l’Éternité de Jésus)

    Vl. Dance of fury, for the seven trumpets (Danse de la fureur, pour les sept    

    trompettes)

    Vll. A mingling of rainbows for the Angel who announces the end of Time
        (Fouillis d’arcs-en-ciel, pour l’Ange qui annonce la fin du Temps)

    Vlll. Praise to the Immortality of Jesus (Louange á l’Immortalité de Jésus)

Montage Music Society has established itself as a versatile, broadly based group of
artists primarily dedicated to music inspired by visual art. Celebrating its 20th
Anniversary in 2025-26, MMS will feature many of its commissions. Works by Andrew
List, Ofer Ben-Amots, Juantio Becenti, Nell Shaw-Cohen, Jody Redhage Ferber, Pierre
Jalbert, Elliot Roman, Bruce Wolosoff, and Niles Luther are inspired by artwork of
Gauguin, Bebe Krimmer, Will Wilson, Andy Goldsworthy, Nils Udo, Wayne Thiebaud,
and Amati, Martin Resnick, and April Gornik respectively. Montage Music Society is
featured in Vincent Stenerson documentaries “Creating Music Inspired by Visual Art.”

Montage Music Society https://www.montagemusicsociety.com/
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